I                                                                                     THE MAN
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at their presence.   They were here to receive comfort, and

i                    to hear Mr. Washington say in his own convincing manner:

'It has been my experience that if a man will do the right
|                   thing and go ahead, everything will be all right at last/

And these men and women who have sat at his feet and
who trusted him have gone back to their work with new
and increasing strength.

i                       "But now Dr. Washington is gone, and the graduates of

|                    the school will never again receive his counsel and en-

I                   couragement, however gloomy their paths may be.   That

j                   is the measure of our loss.

i                       "And yet our Principal is not buried out yonder.    It is

I                   his tired body which is resting just beyond that wall; but he

I                    is not buried in that grave.   The real Dr. Washington is

buried in the graduates who sat at his feet and imbibed his

spirit, and he lives in them.

"King David, pondering over God's mercies and good-
ness to him, thinking of how he had been taken from mind-
ing sheep and placed upon the throne of Israel; and how
i                   God had guided and protected him and made his name

|j                   great in the earth, exclaimed reverently, one day, 'What

I                    shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits unto me?'

j                    and he answered his question, in part, by saying: 'I will

j                    pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all the

I                    people/

"If all our graduates could speak to-night, they would

I                   have me pay their vows of gratitude for the opportunity to

make blessed and beautiful their lives, given by our great

teacher; and they would have me give public assurance of

325